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On April 6, 2021, MPSD residents will vote on an operating referendum seeking $4.3 million annually, for 
three years, to maintain existing programs, fund capital projects and technology needs, and retain quality 
staff. If approved, the referendum would help ALL schools and students with zero tax increase.

PRESERVE. IMPACT. INVEST.
We are proud of the work our teachers, 
families and students have done to navigate 
this unprecedented global pandemic and 
its impact on K-12 education. We are 
excited about moving past the pandemic 
and addressing any learning loss through 
numerous interventions. 

But the lack of reform to state funding 
formulas and revenue limits threatens 
to roll back our progress, increase our 
deficit and force cuts to existing staff and 
programs. Without renewal of an operating 
referendum MPSD can not maintain our 
current programs and services. 

MPSD is not alone in this struggle; since 
April 2020, seven area school districts also 
have scheduled referendums to maintain 
the status quo: Ashwaubenon, Denmark, 
Howard Suamico, New Holstein, Reedsville, 
Seymour and Wrightstown.

THE NEED
REFERENDUM WOULD HELP ALL SCHOOLS 
AND ALL STUDENTS
If successful, the referendum funds will be used to: 

• Maintain current PreK-12 programs and educational 
opportunities

 � Offer a wide range of academic courses, programs 
and services 

 � Provide our graduates 21st Century workforce 
development skills

 � Offer youth apprenticeships and other on-the-job 
training 

 � Protect class sizes
• Maintain aging facilities and enhance technology

 � Capital improvement projects on our aging buildings
 � Technology hardware and software including 

classroom Internet
• Continue to attract and retain highly qualified staff

 � Provide employee training and development and 
competitive wages and benefits
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ABSENTEE & EARLY VOTING
Want to vote early? Taking an extended spring break and won’t be in 
town April 6? You can:

• Call your local city, village or town clerk and ask when you can 
vote in-person, early or absentee in the clerk’s office. 

• Request an absentee ballot be mailed to you at:
 � myvote.wi.gov/en-us/Howtovoteabsenteebymail

INFORMATIONAL SESSIONS
Learn more at virtual info sessions, all at 6:30 PM (links will be 
added to manitowocpublicschools.org/referendum)

• Thursday, March 11
• Tuesday, March 16
• Wednesday, March 24

The MPSD takes pride in being fiscally responsible as a low-spending school district. The $4.3 million that is being sought in the referendum 
falls short of what the MPSD needs to remain status quo. If the referendum passes, the district still will have a projected $1.3 million shortfall, 
for which budget adjustments will be made.

However, if the referendum fails, MPSD will need to make $4.3 million in cuts, which would require drastic reductions to staff and 
programs. About 80% of the district’s budget is staff salary and benefits. Cutting 49 full-time staff members – administrators, teachers, 
support staff, custodians and food service would reduce about $3.4 million. This would increase class sizes and reduce student programs. The 
district would need to find another $900,000 in cuts to programs, capital improvements and technology.

ONE OF THE LOWEST TAX RATES IN STATE
MPSD’s 2020 property tax rate of $7.81 per $1,000 of assessed value remains the lowest 
in Manitowoc County and is in the bottom 10% in the state of WI. MPSD’s $11,825 per-
pupil cost ranks 386 out of 420 districts in Wisconsin. The average WI public school spends 
$13,280 per pupil - a difference of $1,995 per pupil or $9.9 million annually.

MANITOWOC COUNTY 2020 NET TAX LEVY RATES
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PER-PUPIL SPENDING IN WISCONSIN
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ZERO TAX INCREASE, ONE CENT DROP IN FIRST YEAR
If the referendum passes, school taxes will remain flat or slightly decrease over the three 
years. In the first year, the school tax levy rate is estimated to decrease by 1 cent from $7.81 
per $1,000 of equalized value to $7.80. MPSD’s tax rate has declined in each of the past six 
years during two previously successful referendums.
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